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REMARKS, &. 


MID sS J the whirlwinds of fol- 

ly and licentiouſneſs, that have 
lately broke looſe amongſt us, 
every diſpaſſionate, ſober- thinking man, 


cannot forbear paying that tribute of re- 


gret and concern, which is due, at ſee - 


ing the unhappy emulation, which at 
preſent ſeems to prevail amongſt all ranks 
of men, to ſow the ſeeds of diſcontent 


and diſſention, not only in this once hap- 


py country, which till lately has been 
looked up to with reſpe& and envy, by 
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(8) 


all the neighbouring nations, and whoſe 
inhabitants have been conſidered, even 
within theſe few years, as a ſpecies of 
mortals, ſuperior to thoſe of every other 
country in Europe : Unhappily, too the 
vertigo is not confined to our own iſland, 
but the folly has been ſpread, in almoſt 
every part of its moſt extenſive domini- 
ons, and menaces, if the flames of diſſen- 
tion are not ſoon extinguiſhed, to throw 
every part of this mighty empire into 
convulſions and confuſion, . that to our 
ſelves may prove fatal, and entail diſtreſ- 
ſes. upon our poſterity. 


Tt has been an axiom amongſt the 
legiſlators, and men of wiſdom, both 
amongſt our own, and all the neigh- 
bouring nations, that the foundation of 


our government, and the pillars that ſup- 


port the ſuperſtructure, are framed of 


materials, ſo vigorous and ſtrong, as not 
to 


(3 ) 


to be ſhook by the confederacy and 
power of all the other nations in Europe 
united together, and if ever it has the 
fate of many of the powerful antient na- 
tions now fallen into ruin, it muſt be 
produced by our own wantonneſs and 


folly. 


The amazing ſucceſs and events of 
the late war, convinces us, how little 
we have to fear from the united powers 
of the houſe of Bourbon; and the diſ- 
agreeable aſpect of our own internal 
madneſs and folly, ſeems in its appear- 


ances more formidable, than the confe- 
derated power of the Pate de Famille. 


Can there be a greater crime againſt 
government, than to diſturb the order 
and harmony of Society, or with falſe 
fears alarm the happineſs of mankind, 
about the m reer ſafety of their 


country, 
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country, in which is united the for- 


tunes of ſo many thouſands of individu- 
als, at a period of time, when the mer- 


cileſs flames of war are already lighted 


up, though in a diſtant part of Europe, 
and an ambitious arrogant rival-neigh- 


bour, ſo inſenſible of all the horrors 


produced by the late war, has wantonly 


made the moſt unjuſtihable incroach- 
ments, on a brave, free, unaſſiſted peo- 
ple, in the Mediterranean, which it is 
more than probable, ſhe never would 


have dared to attempt, had not a con- 


ſciouſneſs of our own internal diviſions 
pointed it out to their turbulent haughty 
chief miniſter, as a favourable moment 


to attempt this important acquiſition, 
without danger and Na 


This much injured country, has 


ſurely but little thanks to give to thoſe 


envious diſcontented men amongſt us, 
I who 


(9) 
who by the unhappy errors of their ad- 
miniſtration, firſt blew. up the 
flames of thoſe dangerous diſſentions, 
which have ſince ſpread abroad, and 
been nouriſhed and inflamed by their 
friends and adherents, who have ſo un- 
juſtly, and falſely, expoſed to the e- 
nemies of their country, all the imagi- 
nary poverty and diſtreſs they have been 
pleaſed to attempt to ſhew we are in- 
volved in, and conſequently how una- 
ble we are to reſent any national af- 
fronts that may be offered us by our 
imperious rivals in power and greatneſs. 


The author of The State of the Na. 
tion perhaps now conſcious of the 
eat injury he had done his country, 
by ſo extravagant and exaggerated a 
miſrepreſentation of the national af- 
fairs, has in a preliminary diſcourſe to 
the laſt edition of his work, attempt- 
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ed an aukward, feeble ſort of an apo- 
logy, to extenuate his error, by de- 
claring it done, To check the: pro- 
penſity to war in his countrymen.” 


As all great events are produced from 
ſmall cauſes, and the hiſtory both of our 


ovn and every other nation, is pregnant 


with inſtances of the fluctuating opini- 
ons, and the extremes, to which the 
mind, of men are liable to be hurried, 
eſpecially in a free form of government, 
like our own ; let the author at leaſt be 
thankful, that the indiſcretion of his pen, 
has produced no unhappy change in the 
circumſtances of the national credit; and 
the public funds; but moſt men indeed, 
ſaw into the deluſion of the work, that 
it was only an attempt to frighten men 
out of their ſenſes, with the hopes to 
produce a change of miniſters, favour- 
able to the author's own wiſhes. 


Unhappily 


(Err) 

VUnhappily this game has been too often 
played with ſucceſs, to the great injury 
of this brave opulent nation: Perhaps 
the great and important change of the 
miniſtry in the queen's war, might be 


produced from ſo ſmall a cauſe, as the 


paultry ſermon, of a little, unknown, 


diſcontented parſon Perhaps the glo- 
rious acquiſitions, and the laurels of 
the laſt war, were together blaſted at 
Fontainbleau, from the effects of ſo 
trifling a performance, as the Con fide- 
rations on the German war ; the au- 
thor of which, encouraged by his for- 
mer ſucceſſes, perhaps now, has fur- 
niſhed his quota in the exaggerated 
and uncandid Preſent State of the Na- 
tion: The work is now, however, hap- 
pily reduced to that contempt among yſt 
ourſelves, to which ſo deſervedly it 13 
condemned. | 34 
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But it is eaſy to conceive the exqui- 
ſite pleaſure and delight, the peruſal of 
this work muſt afford to the miniſter of 
a rival nation, eſpecially if, as it is believ- 
ed, he is infatuated with an abhorrence 
and deteſtation of this country, which ſur- 
paſſes the common hatred and diſlike 
which generally prevails even amongſt 
men, born in rival nations: The pleaſure 
to ſuch a man, muſt have a higher reliſh, 
biecauſe the work, when it firſt appeared, 
was ſuppoſed to be the production of 
a perſon of a rank in life, who had 
been high in power, and well acquaint- 
ed with the ſource of thoſe national 
diſtri:fſes, he ſo boldly aſſerts, and ſo 
feelingly deſcribes ; to fee we had a- 
mongſt us, a man of high rank, fo 
gid dy and imprudent, to formally ex- 
poſe the ſecret diſtreſſes of his coun- 
try, muſt in ſome degree ſweeten 


x 


((*) 


the anxieties and mortifications our ri- 
vals and inveterate enemies felt, from 
the diſcoveries that were made of their 
own real poverty and diſtreſſes, by 
the abſurd contemptable quarrels that 
happened but a few years ago in our 


own metropolis, even amongſt 


their 


own miniſters and plenipotentiaries: 
The injuries, or the diſguſts the author 
of theſe diſcoveries might have received 
from the men in power of his own nati- 
on, is an affair that concerns themſelves 
only: If he was looked upon as a cri- 
minal in the eye of his own country, 
the author of the State of the Mation, 
ought not to be conſidered as leſs cul- ' 


FIR in our own. 


But in IN has its lap 
and the errors and miſtakes contained, 
in Tze State of the Nation, were too. 


flagrant 


TIE A ge ESL CEE PET 


614) 


flagrant and notorious, to long conti- 
nue undetected and unexpoſed : And 
the judicious, able writer of the O4/zr- 
vations, whoever: he. may be, has ſo ful- 
ly,. confuted all the falſities and abſur- 
dities of that work, and given ſo. 
diſtinct and clear an account of the 
real, happy, vigorous ſituation of this 
country, as muſt entitle him to the 
thanks of every impartial man. 


After the errors and dangerous 
miſrepreſentations of he State of the 
Mation, had been ſo fully confuted 
and expoſed by the author of the 
Obſervations, it was natural to ſuppoſe 
the ſubject would of itſelf languiſh 
and expire: But it is the fate of 
ignorance, never to be convinced, and 
An Appendix to the State of the Nation, 
has wer wh appeared, which has again 


revived 


618 

revived the diſpute: It is difficult to 
conjecture, whether the author means 
this Appendix, as an apology for his 
former errors, a juſtification of his 
opinions, or both, or neither, for he 
has now ſo confuſed the ſubject, that it 
is not poſſible to gueſs what the au- 
thor would contend for. 


The only information one can learn 
from this Appendix is, that a gentle- 
man of high rank and reſpectable cha- 
racter, who was ſuppoſed to be the 
author of The State the Mation, had, 
* publickly diſavowed the writing of 
< it, by advertiſement in the papers, 
c immediately after its publication, 


A 


« and upon many occaſions ſince, 


& has declared, that however he 
« might approve of the work in ge- 


„ neral, and of its purpoſe, that he | 


„% neither 
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(16) 
«© neither was the author of it, nor 
« agreed with the writer 1n every 
cc thing it contained. 1 


I own myſelf in the number of 
thoſe, who never ſaw that declaration, 
and, who in my own mind, imputed 
the work to the gentleman here al- 
luded to, but whatever doubts the au- 
thor of The State of the Nation, may 
have given people of his veracity ; 
candour will at leaſt oblige them to 
give him credit for this aſſertion: 
It's more than probable, than from a 
variety of reaſons to imagine that this 
writer of The State of the Nation, and 
Appendix, inſtead of being a man of 
rank, as was ſuppoſed; is only ſome 
perſon of a very, ſubordinate ftate, and 
moſt aſſuredly of very confined talents, 
and totally ignorant of the 3 on 
which he pretends to write. 


Was 


| ( 17 ) 
Was one to judge even with the 
ſtricteſt candour, of the author's pro- 


feſſion in life, from fifty different paſ- 


ſages in his work, ohe might be indu- 
ced to think it is the production of 
ſome canting, methodiſt preach- 
er, who, willing to flatter his patron 
with ſentiments on public affairs, con- 
formable to his own, is not without 
hopes of procuring ſome little ſnug 
eccleſiaſtical promotion, in return for 
the affront he has put upon his coun- 
try; be this as it may, ſurely nothing 
is more abſurd or ridiculous, than to 
uſe the language of religion, on thoſe 
ſubjects the moſt foreign from it; and 
from the ſentiments, the ſtyle and 
language of the author, I will not 
heſitate to fay, he can be neither a po- 
litician, a financier, or a man con- 
yerſant with practical buſinebs, 7 
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(18 ) 

But let the author in p. 9 of the 
Appendix, ſpeak for himſelf,---* Pre , 
vidence, ſays he, during the war, 
gave a remarkable bleſſing to our arms, 
and in an eſpecial manner directed 
our councils : But it would be tempt- 
ing him to withdraw his ſuccour from 


us, ſhould we conſider a ftate of war, 


as an happy circumſtance, pine at its 
termination, or wiſh for its renewal.” 
I leave it to this prefumptuous inde- 
cent writer to determine, with what 
particular nation, Providence 1s neuter, 
or makes its alliances, and in anfwer 
to this maukiſh rapſody, will only en 
paſſant remark, that conformable to 
his own doctrine, from the unhappy 
adminiſtration of his friend and patron, 
there is no great appearance, that he 
was the favourite either of providence 


or of fortune, 


On 


(19) 
On opening the n from 


mk in declaring, > Whoever news 
me an error in my pamphlet, will find 
me diſpoſed to correct it. I preſumed 
the author would have corrected all 
miſtakes the ſpirited writer of The 0b- 
ſervations has confuted in almoſt every 
part of that work, and damned it to 
everlaſting ſuname; and tho the errors 
and abſurdities tread upon each others 
heals, fo faſt they follow, yet there is 
ſcarce a miſrepreſentation in The State 
of the Nation, that he has corrected in 


his Appendix : The taſk, indeed, would 
have been arduous and difficult, and ſo 


much am I his friend, I will juſt whil- 
per in his ear, That it would be much 
eaſier to him, to make A new State 
of the Nation, than correct all the 


enormous, ridiculous abſurdities in 


Het he has already given. 
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Let us take then a View of thoſe 


pretended corrections, the writer, with 


ſo large a field of ſubject matter to 
range in, has thought proper to make 


in his Appendix : In his Szaze of the 


Mation, with the fame candour that 


| pervades every part of the work, with 


equal truth and decency he has re- 
marked, That the French colonies 
e had indeed put themſelves into our 
„ Hands,” which the author of the 


Obſervations, with a becoming reſent- 


ment, at the indignity offered to the 
conduct and bravery of thoſe ſpirited 


officers, and troops, who fought and 


bled in the different conqueſts, very 
juſtly demonſtrates to be falſe, and as 


juſtly inſiſts, * They were compel- 
6“ led to ſubmit, they were ſubdued 
by the dint of Engliſb valour.” 


The 


The writer of the Appendix, con- 
ſcious of the ridiculous figure he muſt 
make by attempting to juſtify ſo unbe- 
coming a reflection, well knowing, 
there is now reſiding amongſt us, many 
of thoſe brave officers, ready and wil- 
ling to give him more ſenſible and more 
feeling proofs of the falſity of his aſ- 

ſertion, has for reaſons beſt known to 
| himſelf, thought proper to a little ſof- 
ten his words, though they ſtill con- 
vey the ſame idea, and has now con- 
feſſed, That the French colonies had 
indeed fallen into the hands of the 
Engliſb, but to ſhew his reluctance to 
allow the error, he Rill declares, © that 
he means not by this acknowldgement, 
to proſeſs his belief, that Guadaloupe 
and the other iſlands, made the beſt 
reſiſtance their defences were capable 
? of” 2 
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Tho' the author of the Ob/Jerva- 
tions, has in the opinion of every diſ- 
paſſionate, judicious man, fully de- 
monſtrated all the abſurdities and in- 
conſiſtencesi of The State of the Nation, 
yet in a work where there was ſo 


much to do, it is not to be wondered 
that, ſome things ſhould have eſcaped 


his Notice. 


It was the profeſſed deſign of the 


author of The State of the Mation, to 


raiſe in the eyes of mankind, the power 
and vigour of the French Nation, in 


| the lame degree that he repreſented our 


own to be entirely ruined, and in the 
laſt ſtage of a conſumption : He ob- 
ſerves, 1 in p. 10, of the Quarto Edition, 
© It is to be noted, that the French | 
cc troops received ſubſiſtance only du- 
k ring the three laſt years of the war.” 


Upon 


( 23) 
Upon the peruſal of ſo extraordina- 


ry a, remark, would not a man of 
plain common ſenſe, unacquainted 
with the ſubject, be apt to aſk the 
queſtion, how a hundred thouſand of 


theſe meagre hungry fellows, for their 
army in Germany never conſiſted of 
lefs, contrived to ſupport themſelves, 
during the firſt four years of the war : 
It is reaſonable to conclude, that it 
was not done from the opulence of their 
private fortunes, nor could it alone be 


done by pillaging and moroding ; 


though it muſt be confeſſed, no troops 
in Europe are in theſe things more 
active than thoſe of France; but as the 
author ſeems entirely unacquainted 
it may not be 


with the ſubject, 
amiſs to inform him, that during the 
whole time the French army were in 


Germany, the pay. of the troops was 
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ſtopt, and the victualling of the army, 
was carried on at the King's expence, 
this they call the Etape, and always be- 
comes neceſſary, when the troops 
ſerve out of their own country; for 
the pay of a foot- ſoldier a day, is on- 
ly five French Sols, or two-pence half- 
penny ſterling: The author therefore, 
as he has ſtrained and tortured truth, 
a thouſand different ways, to raiſe the 
power and vigour of the French nation, 
and make his own deſpicable, might 
with equal propriety have ſaid, that 
during the ſeven campaigns the French 
army was in, in Germany, the troops 
received no ſubſiſtence at all. 


Of all the abſurdities in the French 
government, there is none, perhaps 
more fatal, though it is a policy, that 
1 * people has been greatly 
applaud- 


( 23) 
applauded, than that of infatuating 
their troops to ſerve, from a motive or 
honour, rather than the reward of 
their pay, for the ſupport of their 
common ſoldiers at leaſt, muſt ſome- 
way 'be ſupplied by government, and 
the induſtry of the labouring ſubjects : 
And he who ſuppoſes a French army of 
a hundred thouſand men, is maintain- 
ed at a leſs expence than the ſame num- 
ber of Engliſh troops, impoſes upon his 
own judgment, and conſiders the ſub- 
je& ſuperficially, and as only relative to 
their pay, without entering into all the 
expences and abuſes which fall upon 
civil ſociety, from the privileges and 
indulgencies granted to the military 
part: Beſides, for want of annual 
cloathing, and a proper healthy food, 
to ſupport the troops in the fatigues of 
| war, their ns ſoon become 
crouded 
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crouded with fick, in a proportion of 
more than two to one with our own, 
when the armies of both nations are 
equal in number; and it is very well, 
known, a lick ſoldier in the hoſpital, 
is more than double the expence to go- 
vernment, than when he is in health, 
and able to do his duty: But the 
enormous expence of the French mili- 
tary hoſpital, and of all the contracts 
for the army and navy in general, | 
when compared to our own, ſurpaſſes 


all belief. 


Amongſt ourſel ves during the late 
war, we had ſome few of our contract- 
ors, who doubtleſs accumulated large 
fortunes, but in no more proportion to 


thoſe amaſſed by the French, than a 
drop of water, when compared to the 


ocean ; nor is it to be wondered at, for 


if 


; ( 27) 
if men of high rank in the ſtate in 
France, whoſe duty it is to ſee that 


Juſtice be done to their country, will 


ſuffer their family connexions, toaccept 


great conſiderations, that the contrac- 


tors of every ſpecies may have lucra- 
tive bargains, they in return, will 
unavoidably plunder the ftate, to re- 
pay themſelves, and thoſe contracts 


being made under the authority of the 
ſovereign, none dare complain of the 


abuſe. 


The author therefore, of The State 
of the Nation, was extremely errone- 
ous in ſaying, © The French troops 
received only ſubſiſtence during 


ce the laſt three years of the war, 


and equally as much fo in declaring 
that © The glory of the prince, was 
© a reſource, that ſtill remained, 
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488) 
te for engaging the French ſubjects to 
« ſerve without pay; and that the 
0 military honours, had not yet been 
ee held out, as the reward of gratui- 
© tous ſcrvice.” 


Now every body but even ſuperfi- 
cially acquainted with the nature of 
the French government, well know, 
they have at their diſpoſal, but two 
military badges of honour, the great 
and the little croſs of St. Louis. The 
number of the former is extremely li- 
mitted, and ſeldom conferred, but 
upon nen of high birth, and great 


rank in the army : But every man who 


has ſerved twenty years as a commiſ- 


fioned officer, from a compact, has 
pretenſions to the latter, and however 


trifling this bauble may juſtly be look- 


ed upon among{t ourſelves, fo high is 
its value, by the arts of vanity, kept 


=P 


( 29 ) 


up by the French nation, that few gen- 
tlemen of that country, engage in the 
army, with any other motive, than 
to acquire this mark of diſtinction, 
and no ſooner is it obtained, than if 
their fortune is a little independant, 
they retire from the ſervice, to enjoy 
their laurels /7e/les gu ils ſont) in the 
circle of their friends and acquaint- 
ance ; this, connected with a great 
many other vices in their military go- 
vernment, is a principal cauſe, why 
the French officers in general are 
ſo little acquainted with the princi- 
ples of the art of war, when com- 
pared to the rival nations, where men 
enter the army as a profeſſion for life, 
and by acquiring a knowledge of their 
employment, they propoſe by it, to 
adbaden their fortunes, which from 
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(39 ) 
the trifling pay in the ſervice of France, 
they can have no expectation of. 


- And though a gentleman in that 
country is ſeldom permitted to enter 
the army, without ſome ſmall inde- 
pendent fortune ; yet this added to 
the pay of a en officer, is not 
fufficient to provide them with proper 
neceſſaries, when they in battle are 
wounded, or any of thoſe caſualties 
happen to which military men are con- 
ſtantly expoſed: Under circumſtances 
like theſe, it was uſual to ſatisfy the 
inferior officers with pecuniary grati- 
fications, which is an article of the 
extraordinaries of their army, of a 
moſt exorbitant kind, and what is 
entirely unknown in our ſervice: But 
the French government during the 
whole of the late war, was ſo con- 


ſtantly 
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ſtantly diſtreſſed for money, that not 
as formerly, being able to confer pe- 
cuniary rewards, they had no re- 
ſource, than to profuſely ſquander 
away in gratifications this military 
honour; and though at the begin- 
ning of the war, the number of the 
Knights of the Order of St. Louis, 
including both thoſe of the land and 
ſea- ſercice, for this order is equally 
conferred on both, did not amount to 
more than five thouſand, ſo greatly 
was they encreaſed, that at the peace 
they exceeded more than double nw 
| OK oops 


After tuch palpable cd notorioug 
inſtances of a want of knowledge of 
thoſe things which are not difficult to 
be known, can the author of The State 
77 #he Nation expect the rational part 
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of mankind will take upon credit his 
aſſertions of the ſmall injuries the 
French nation received from thoſe fa- 
tal blows we gave them during the late 
war, or believe a ſingle word of the pre- 
ſent vigorous ſtrength of that nation, and 
the happy ſtate of their finances, when 
compared to the feeble exhauſted con- 
dition he has thought proper to paint 
our own. nation reduced to: It has 
amongſt ourſelvesalways been thought, 
that the miniſters of France, from mo- 
tives of policy, had always concealed 
the knowledge of a ſtate of their nati- 
onal finances, as the ſecret of the ſtate, 
for fear their rivals ſhould diſcover 
their diſtreſſes, and laugh at the tinſel 
ſplendid affectation to power and 
ſtrength, with which they have ſo of- 
ten intimidated and impoſed upon 
their rivals and neighbours; and even 

but, 


( 33 ) 
but a very few years ago, when the 
abuſes in this department was ſo uni- 
verſally the ſubject of the enquiry. 
amongſt the Pariſiaus, in which fo 7 
many different truths were publiſhed | 
relative to the radical and fundamental '1 
diſtreſſes of the nation, and proofs gi- 
ven ſo little favourable to the integrity 
and abilities of the miniſters, that to 
ſtiſle theſe enquiries, they had no re- 
ſource left, than to thunder out an or- 
donnance, to forbid, under pain of the 
king's diſpleaſure, any body to further 
comment upon thoſe ſubjects, which 
were only cognizable by the ſovereign 


and his miniſters. 
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The French financiers, and that na- 
tion in general, muſt doubtleſs have 
great obligations to this gentleman 


for the high ſenſe he entertains of 
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their national opulence, and the abi- 
lities and integrity of the officers of 
their revenue, in having ſo expediti- 
outly diſcharged ſo enormous a natio- 
nal debt as they were ſtaggering under 
at the peace; when in the ſame pe- 
riod of time, our own opulent nation, 
with a ballance of trade of more than 
double that of France -a much lar- 
ger revenue as relative to the expence 
of our peace eftabliſhment, and the 
utmoſt efforts of that ſtrict economy, 
which the affairs of the government of 
Frauce are unacquainted with; yet 
under all theſe advantages, and ten 
thouſand more that might be brought 
to account. Our own nation has been 
yet only able to diſcharge a little 
more than ſeven millions of its debt. 


© But it really ſeems more than proba- 
ble, that the writer is here only ſneer- 


ng 


(35) 


ing at the French, and playing the 
ſame game upon them, which with 


great ſucceſs in making the peace, 
they Played upon the patron of the 


writer's patron; that is, in the arch 


manner of Cervantes, laughing at 
them, and ſtill keeping a ſedate and 
grave face: For this able financier 
and profound politician, with all his 
reſpect and partiality to the abilities 


and virtue of the miniſters of France, 


cannot ſurely be ſo implicite, as to 


ſuppoſe they have made any great 


progreſs in paying the national debt in 


a deſpotick government, where the ſo- 
vereign has an abſolute power over his 
treaſury, for which to himſelf only he 
is accountable, ſurrounded with rapa- 
cious favourites, and a numerous ve- 
nal court, whoſe expenſive brilliant 
diſſipations, muſt be ſupported by the 
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636) 
bounty and generoſity of the ſovereign, 
or had he ever read thoſe manly ener- 
gic remonſtrances of the parliament 
of Paris, relative to the enormous 
abuſes in this department, the abſurd 
profuſe ſplendor of the court, and the 
diſtreſſes and calamities which prevail 
in every other part of the nation, then 
he would not be ſurprized at the aſſer- 
tion of the author of The Obſervations, 
in ſaying, © that the annual income 
of that ſtate is this year thirty millions 
ſhort- of its peace eſtabliſhment,” nor 
would he, upon hearing it, have burſt 
out into ſuch a profuſion of pure Cice- 
ronean eloquence. O monfieur de 
L'Averdy, how this writer traduces 
you, much leſs upon the occaſion 
would he have let looſe his exquiſite 
nice talents for raillery, and with a fire 
and ridicule, peculiar to himſelf, iro- 


nically 


W837) 
nically have called out, © Lock your- 
ſelf up, monſieur de L'Averdy, in your 
own Caiſſe d'Amortiſſement, and may 
you long continue there, the laſt hope 
of the French finances.” | 


It long has been the artifice with 
men diſguſted and out of power, to af- 
fect to weep over the diſtreſſes of their 
country, and as all national power and 
greatneſs is merely relative, to contraſt 
the feeble exhauſted condition of our 
own country, with the ſuperior 
ſtrength and vigour of that of France ; 
But no writer ever preſumed to, carry 
it to ſuch indecent lengths, as the 
author of The State of the Wation, 
and The Appendix ; the palpable in- 
juſtice he has made of the repreſen- 
tation of the affairs of his own coun- 
try, to make our rivals and invete- 
71 | rate 
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638) 
rate enemies appear more formidable 
and happy than ourſelves, is, to uſe his 
own words and decent expreſſions, 
« A tiſſue of the moſt bare-faced, 


_ palpable falſhoods, that ever were 


attempted to be impoſed on man- 


kind.“ 


If the French really were — 
from the fatal blows they received by 


the conſequences of the late war, and 
we are ſtill ſtruggling and bending 
under the load of calamities, which 
the author, like an indulgent friend, 
has been pleaſed to exhibit, both to 


ourſelves and our enemies, it would 


indeed be the moit alarming of all cir- 


cumſtances, for our ſafety and very 
exiſtence as a free nation, muſt always 
depend upon a ſuperior power, to that 
of our ambitious, inveterate enemies : 


When 


* 
— 


639) 
When many of the extravagant errors 
relative to the ſums borrowed by the 
French to carry on the war, had been 
fully confuted by the author of the 


Obſervations, he modeſtly, though 


with much ſeeming reluctance in the 
Appendix, acknowledges----< I had 
indeed, by the title I had given the 
account, ſaid more than the truth; 
but in no other part of the book, nor 
in any reaſoning, which I had ground- 
ed upon that account, or which ſeems 
to refer to it, have I exceeded the 


truth.” Then he proceeds in the 


Appendix, to copy from ſome Grub- 
ſireet, manuſcript materials, relative 
to the revenues and finances of France, 


- now lying before me, a ſecond ſtate 
of the ſums borrowed by the French 


during the late war, which account, 
and what he calls The Reaſoning upon 
C 4 t, 
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(40) 
it, is ſtill more erroneous, and, if poſ- 


ſible more abſurd than that he had 


given in his Sate of the Mation. 


The author, after being forced 


from all his entrenchments, and no 


ſubterfuge left, to uſe one of his own 


quaint phraſes, * Makes Confeſſion his 


C laft Reſource,” and acknowledges, 


This I fay is what appears upon the 


evidence of theſe accounts, for the 


truth of which, I pretend not to 
vouch, had he declared this in his 
State of the ation, it would in ſome 
degree have extenuated his folly ; and 


his ignorance on the ſubject, would 


in the opinion of candid men have 
' pleaded ſome excuſe for the errors (if 
they were not wiltully) this account 
had lead them into. * 


But 


(4r) 


But from the whole complexion of 
his reaſoning, his thoughts are only to 
raiſe the formidable power of the 
French nation; and it ſeems more 
than probable, he thought there was 
no body amongſt us ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the reſources, power, 
and finances of France, to take up his 
pen, and expoſe all thoſe errors and 
deceptions he has made the baſis 
of the moſt interreſting part of his 
work; for if the French nation, from 
the inherent vices in its conſtitution 
and the vanity of its ſovereigns and mi- 
niſters, have exhauſted the very vitals 
of that country, and it has long been 
in a declining, exhauſted, conſump- 
tive ſtate, and our own nation, at the 
preſent moment, from the advantages 
of a flouriſhing agriculture, an exten- 
five commerce, the induſtry of its peo- 


ple, 
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ple, and a wiſe body of laws, is in full 


enjoyment of that amazing power and 
riches, which no nation, neither anti- 
ent nor modern, but ourſelves, ever 
yet were poſſeſſed of; then the State of 
the Nation is an impoſition upon man- 
kind, and the author cannot in juſtice 
complain, if he partakes of the con- 
tempt with which all honeſt impartial 
men look upon a work, calculated 
from private motives, to degrade the 
moſt brave, opulent, happy nation, 
that yet ever was formed by political 
invention. 

To thoſe acquainted with the ra- 
pines and diſorders that prevail in the 
adminiſtration of the finances of 
France, it muſt appear aſtoniſhing, 
that a nation, who during the war 


had borrowed more than fifty-one 


millions 


(43) 

millions ſterling, by perpetual annui- 
ties, tontines, &c. &c. beſides a large 
unfunded outſtanding debt; who du- 
ring the war was reduced to the fatal 
neceſſity, to ſhut up their ſinking 
fund, to apply its produce to defray 
the expences of the war, and in the 
eyes of their creditors and all Europe, 
to make a partial bankruptcy ; : who 
did not heſitate to give the moſt exor- 
bitant intereſt for money, from what- 
ever quarter it was offered ; whoſe con- 
tractors did not make leſs than fifty to 
fixty per cent profits of their bargains; 
who from neceſſity was obliged to have 
recourſe to ſo contemptible an expe- 
dient, as melting down their plate, who 
were then ſtaggering under the burthen 
of a double capitation, and a third ving- 
tieme, circumſtances of difficulty, that 
never had happened in the midſt of their 

diſtreſſes 
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( 44 ) 
diſtreſſes in the memorable year nine of 
the preſent century, nor even fince the 
exiſtenceof theirmonarchy, to be ſtrug- 
gling under theſe difficulties at the time 
of the peace, and now to be told, they 
have already diſcharged all the enor- 
mous ſums borrowed during the war; 
but eightcen millions, or every poſſi- 
ble diſadvantageous circumſtance col- 
lected to twenty-two millions ſterling, 
whilſt not one conſiderable tax remains 
upon the people as the conſequence of 
the laſt war; to be told this, by a grave 


author, who pretends to write States 


_ of the Mation, is ſuch an affront upon 


common ſenſe, as the moſt vain, haugh- 
ty impudent French man would even 
bluſh to attempt: The preſent bank- 
rupt deranged ſtate of the Eaft- India 
company's affairs, is a juſt emblem of 
the 


( 45 ) 


the internal ſtate of their whole govern-. 

ment; and as all the great pillars of 
the fabric of the whole State is worm- 
eaten and decayed, without pretend- 
ing to the gifts of prophecy. If natu- 
ral cauſes ſtill continue to produce 
their effects in their political ſtate, 
many years cannot expire, before that 
vain, ambitious nation, will be involv- 
ed in a greater ſcene of diſtreſs and 
confuſion, than that they experienced 
by the wild extravagant operations 
that were brought upon them by the 
caprice and frolicks of the late regent, 
in the years eighteen and nineteen of 
the preſent century. 


It were greatly to be wiſhed that the 
author of the State of the MWation, his 
patron and friends, were the only peo- 
ple amongſt us, who have ſuch high 


notions 


a $: 1 2 W a> n SC) 2 8 
7 © Ig 4: r E Seeg. 272 ** ä 
2 * 3 5 3 45 Ms - © =” b 2 2 n f oo. 71 oY 
- 2 * r 4 1 r 
pan, * n 3 2 +1: 
. 3 is = it SES oo. ey 35% ot 7 ww 5 — * — Be of N o 


* Fo SLES ba IF” fy + Ew gt 
8 8 2 


1 
Wy 


"ut 7 AED 
*. W 
n 


N he OL SSL nnd 
n 
3 9 
* * n 


83 n . c 
. — 3 
8 


8 
> $ > * 7 2 
A 
2 
— — 


- 1 es. Ee & 
pod ** A SS FG, 2 mi 


„ — — ̃ —„—V—-— aut — 
Nr r 
—— — 
+ ak aut nn 


x 
F.. Gi CTR Y71 


n W 

rw 7 er; 

Err tr 
1 * * 3 


2 . es TE * 3 Com 
8 — —— — — xx : 
8 dr 4 op 4 "4 
A 


r py 


- > r | 
— — — 2 1 0-4" A 
OO Rn IRE; 2 
he ©? D 8 
= — 2 


L 3 


r o - * 
ow 
3 — 3 N wo oe oi 
4 BY a * 


* 
2 


my — — — 
d 


— 


n n 


Ws 


0 
- 
4. 
71 * 
— L 
be: 
* 
ly 
9 
6 
27 
7.55 
z? 
* 
25 
pr 
G * * 
FL 
4] 
3 
1 
8 
f 
N 
12 « 
— 4 
2 x 
TIES 
1 
4 
2 5 
„ . 
> 
: 7 
. 
= > 
2 
. 
> - 
„ 
* 
1 
3 
4 1 
* 
3 
wn 
4 4 
Ie 
On 
4 
4 
423 7] 
„ 
18 
0 
: g 1 
of o 
4 19 
12 
* 
* 
. 
4 9 
* 
+ 
14 
4 
I 2 
9 
* 
* 4 g 
- = 
* 
* 
14 
5 
I 
"£8; 
41 
* 
** 
5 
XP, 
Ir. 
7. 
2 
a 
: 
: 
p . 
* * 
5 
77 
. + 
1 
7875 
175 
. 2: 
mp." 
4 
13 
* 


(46) 


notions of the great power and ſtrength 


of the French nation, and ſuch limited 
and unjuſt conceptions of the vigour 
and reſources of their own: Theſe 


fentiments have too long prevailed, 


to the great injury of this powerful 


country. The unhappy © Bolingbroke 


founds his apology for all the fatal er- 
rors committed at the concluſion of 
the war for the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, up- 
on theſe principles, and with more 
plauſibility than truth, declares that 
our country was more exhauſted and 
weakened by giving ſtrong blows, than 
the athletick conſtitution of France 
was in receiving them. 


The ſame —— too ſeemed 
unhappily to prevail at the concluſion 
of the late war, and the author of The 


State of the Wation to exculpate the 
liberal 


(47) 
| liberal and impolitick conceſſions that 


were made by his friends to an ex- 


hauſted enemy, ſtaggering under the 
burthens of the war, and feeling to their 
vitals the wounds ſhe had received, 
though at that time we were in the 
zenith of glory and power, and had 
raiſed the ſupplies of the laſt year of 
the war with the ſame facility as thoſe 
of the firſt, yet would he make us be- 


lieve, that the diſtreſſes of the enemy, 


and our own brilliant ſucceſſes were 
equally fallacious, his friends knowing 
them to be ſo- they wiſely reſolved 
ce to profit of their ſplendor, before 
« Our enemies ſhould alſo diſcover the 
{© impoſition.” 


Vnhappily there ſeems long to have 
prevailed, even amongſt the men of 
high rank in this country, notions as 


partial 
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648) 
partial to the formidable power of 
France, in the ſame degree, that they 
have been partial to its language, its 
wines, its vices, and its follies: Expe- 
rience and common ſenſe, may, howe- 
ver, convinceevery ſober thinking man, 
that from the progreſs of the original. 
vices in the conſtitution of that govern- 
ment, the turbulent expenſive vanity 
of the laſt reign, and the violent efforts. 
they were reduced to make in the five 
extenſive wars they have been engaged 
in, even within the laſt century, have 
ſo totally exhauſted the vitals of their 
country, that the ſenſible part of their 
people well know the ſtate has long 
been in a confirmed conſumption, and 
notwithſtanding all the arts of their 
miniſters, in putting on the brilliant 
appearances of vigour and health, by 
ſtraining every nerve of government to 


_ ſupport 


(a7 
ſupport unneceſſary formidable armies, 
and a moſt extravagant peace eſta- 
bliſhment, that it is no more natural, 
nor more the effects of health, than 
is the rouge that is daubed upon the 
face of an antiquatedtawdry dutcheſſes, 
who may juſtly be looked upon as an 

emblematic figure of their political go- 
vernment, and by the arts of the toilet, 
has the ſame pretenſions to beauty, as 
the nation has to power and greatneſs, 
when compared with the vigorous, 
healthy conſtitution of our own ner- 
vous, robuſt government: And were 
the circumſtantial proofs of theſe gene- 
ral out- lines neceſſary, it might not 
abſolutely be impoſſible to demon- 
ſtrate them to the conviction of thoſe 
infatuated men, who think ſo unwor- 
thily of the power and reſources of 
their own country, and fo partially of 
"0 the 
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(650 
the grandeur of a r rival 
nation. | DI OfRV 


Vet fo great has been the addreſs 


and refined arts of our enemies, in im- 


poling upon mankind with the appear- 


ances of their power, that in a confi- 
dence of the timidity of ſome of our 
former miniſters, we have had the cru- 
el mortification to ſee the Pelbam's 


more than once ſit trembling in their 
Chateau at Lewes, from the fears of an 


invaſion, when with eaſe they might 
not only have pulled the maſk from 


the enemy's face, and diſcovered their 


ſmile of ridicule, at our miniſter's 
abſurd fears, but have thrown them 
into a real, and much greater con- 


ſternation, by playing the 0 | 


upon them. 


the 


al 


( 51) 
| The great commoner and ſtateſman, 
who ſo happily and gloriouſly conduc- 


ted the late war, and who ſo well 


knew all the reſources, both of our 
own powerful country, and all the 


falſe pretenſions to power and great- 


neſs of our vain feeble rivals and ene- 
mies: not of a character to be impoſ- 
ed upon by falſe appearances, ſo he 
treated them upon all occaſions, both 
in the active part of the war, and the 
farcical negotiation they choſe to begin 
for peace with a dignity conſiſtent with 
his own, and the honour of the nation, 
and ſmiled with contempt at their 
fanforonade affectation, and bravely 
ventured to fight them upon their own 
coaſts, which after ſo many repeated 


bluſterings, and ſeeming formidable 


preparations in invade this country, 
8 did 
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6362 
did not fail to make them objects of 
ridicule i in the eyes of all the courts in 


Europe. 


Though ſome people, whoſe opi- 
nions in other things even deſerve re- 
ſpect, have conjectured, that our de- 
ſcents upon the French coaſt, were 
only done to gratify the wanton hu- 
mour of the great ſtateſman, who con- 
ducted the war, and to demonſtrate to 
the whole world, our own power and 
ſuperiority, and ſhew the contempt and 
inſignificancy into which the enemy 
was ſunk : Yet I cannot be ſo unjuſt to 
entertain notions ſo inconſiſtent with 
the general character of that great man, 
whoſe name for ever ought to be look- 
ed up to, and mentioned with reſpect, 
as the greateſt ſtateſman our own, or 


any other country ever produced ; for 


by 


S-E 


by! His amazing abilities in the cont 
of the war, was the honour and 
glory of this country raiſed to a oreater 
height than any modern nation, but 
our own, ever 1 enjoyed. 


And however unſucceſsfully 2 of 
the deſcents on the coaſt of Fance 
were made, by being a new walk, or 
branch of war, which was not ſo long 
purſued as to give our ſoldiers time to 
acquire a perfect knowledge of the beſt 
manner of annoying the enemy, which 
with practiſe and continuance, they 
would have acquired ; yet the great 
conſternation which theſe deſcents o- 
caſioned in every part of the enemies 
country, and the enormous expence 
they were put to in ſupporting two 
thouſand pieces of cannon, and a hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand troops and mi- 
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litia to defend ſo extenſive a coaſt, as 
from Dunkirk to Bayonne, fully com- 
penſated for the expence of the ſmall 


bodies of our troops employed in theſe 
expeditions, and convinces every rati- | 
onal man, of the great ſucceſs with 
which this game may be played in a 


future war. 


Let then the author of The State of 
the ation, bluſh at his indecency, in 
attempting to impoſe upon mankind, 
a belief of the powerful, opulent ſtate 
of the French nation, and our own, 
as exhauſted, feeble, and on the brink 
of ruin; had he reverſed the applica- 


tion of his remarks on our diſtreſſes, 


painted themin much ſtronger colours, 


and given to his work, The preſent 
State of the F. rench N ation, then in- 


deed, he would have been near the 


truth; 


TE 


(55) 
may, it is more than probable, ſoon 
be done for him; then every candid 
and impartial man will ſee the injuſ- 


tice and falſity of his unpardonable in- 


fnuations, © That Great-Britain is in 
danger of becoming a tributary to 
France, and the deſcent of the crown 


dependant on the good pleaſure of that 


ambitious nation.“ 


Of all the abuſes of the liberties of 
the preſs that have been made, even in 


theſe times of ſedition and licentiouſ- 


neſs, none ever equalled the affront 
this writer has put upon the dignity of 


this country, and the honour of every 
individual: In this author it is the 
more unpardonable, becauſe he muſt 


write againſt the convictions of his 
n D 4 own 
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636) 
own heart, and in more places than 
one, {cems conſcious of the fatal con- 
ſequences that may proceed from-an 
injury done to the public credit, upon 
which, as a nation, our very exiftence 
and power now depends, and in'his 
own formal canting language, p. 61 
of his Appendix, he ſays, c e Fool 
may ſcatter his firebrands and death, 
and jay, am I not in ſport ? But the 
man who reflects upon the fatal conſe- 
quences which may follow from a 
wrong meaſure in government, or 
from an ill- founded miſtaken opinion, 
adopted by the people, will be cautious 


how he advances a talſhood, or miſ- 
repreſents a truth.“ 


Were theſe ſentiments fincere, he 
would at leaſt have let his manuſcript 
State 


(57) 


Srate-of the Wation, ſleepin His bureau, 


nine years, or in the Appendix have 
made a General Confeſſion of the 


errors and falſities contained in it, and 
candidly have declared, that his only 
motive in giving fo frightful and exag- 


gerated a ſtate of the nation, was to 
raiſe diſcontents and alarms in the 
minds of men of fortune and property, 
againſt the abilities of thoſe miniſters, 
who the ſovereign has been pleaſed to 
call upon, to tranſact the national 
affairs, with the hopes his own friends 


and patrons, might have enjoyed the 
ſweets of power, which with envy and 


jealouſy, they ſee in the poſſeſſion of 


thoſe men, who enjoy the confidence 
of the public, and who are more reſ- 


pectable for their talents and abilities, J 


than their birth and high rank. 


When 
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| ( 58 ) 

When fo many different men are 
attempting to ſow ſedition, and diſturb 
the order and harmony of ſociety; and 
ſo many writers, from motives of arti- 
fice, are ſtraining and torturing truth 
a thouſand different ways, to perſuade 
men of property, that as a nation we 
are on the brink of ruin, it is conſiſt- 
ent with the duty every ſober thinking 
man owes to himſelf, to examine ma- 
turely into a ſubject of ſo great impor- 
tance, in which his happineſs as an 
individual is ſo deeply concerned. 


. The able and judicious writer of the 
Obſervations, has given a portrait ſo. 


juſt of the preſent ſtate of this country, 


as cannot be contradicted, and the au- 
thor of the Appendix has only to look 
round him, and ſee theaffluence and eaſe 
with which all ranks of people enjoy life; 
to 


(59 ) 
to convince himſelf in this, there is no 
deception, let him examine the ſurpriz- 
ing cultivated ſtate of the wholeuland, 


the great value of lands and houſes, 
the high finiſhed, improved ſtate of all 


our manufactures, and above all, the 


great ballance of general trade in our 
favour. the low rate of the intereſt of 
money, and the increaſed ſtate of the 
national revenue ; then, as all human 
power and greatneſs is merely relative, 
let him compare them with the ex- 
hauſted, conſumptive ſtate of our ri- 
vals in glory, and if he is not infatuated 
with a degree of obſtinacy, which is 
ſuperior to conviction, he will find 
how little we have to fear from the 


moſt violent efforts of an inveterate 
enemy, and that if ever we fall ints 


the ruins to which many of the 


antient celebrated nations are reduced, 


and 
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( 60 ) 
and which fo many envious diſcontent- ; 
ed men amongſt us have ſo long, and 
ſo falſely propheſied, it can alone 
be brought about by our own dif- 


ſentions, our own wanton folly and 


madneſs. 


The author of The State of "the 


Mation, conſcious how inadequate 
the ſtrange wild remedies are, with 


which he propoſes to redreſs thoſe na- 


tional calamities, has been pleaſed 
to impute to us, after proving, thro" 
his whole work, how little he is ac- 
quainted with the principles of a poli- 
tician or a financier, very piouſly con- 
cludes with a prayer, for the ſafety of 
his country, which ſhews him to be 
in the true element of his trade; and 
tho' too often the affectation to ſanctity 


is little leſs than hypocriſy, it is to be 


hoped 


(6x) 


hoped he will attone by his prayers, 
for the uneaſineſs he may have raiſed in 
the minds of weak men, about the 
ſafety of his country. If the author 
of the Obſervations, {ſmiled at the ridi- 
culous pedantry of the writer for intro- 
ducing prayers on a ſubject, which is 
foreign to affairs of religion; it is not 
to be ſurprized, that the hypocritical 
writer of the Appendix, ſhould lift 
up the white of his eyes, and in the 
ſame terms of pious contempt, which 
he has hackneyed, thro' almoſt every 
page of his work, very politely and de- 
voutly conclude, © No wonder thut 
*© unhappy man ſhould attempt to ri- 
« dicule, when he did not dare to 
« join with me in the ſolemn addreſs 
with which I had concluded my 
« paper.” The generality of man- 
kind wi probably think the author's 


Prayer 
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( 62) 
prayer for his expiring country, is the 
moſt uſeful part of the work; the reme- 
dies he propoſes are certainly of a moſt 
dangerous kind, and could not fail to 
throw both the ſiſter- nations, into the 
ſame ſtruggles and convulſions, into 


which his patron, unhappily has in- 


volved all our colonies : Let him 


therefore with his accuſtomed piety 
and politeneſs, no longer complain, 
that the author of the Ob/ervations 
ce has torn off the ſtipticks he had 


& held out to his parent's guſhing 


« wounds, and rends her mangled 


body in pieces, that his avarice and 


« ambition may glut himſelf with her 
« blood, and that the tongues of his 
« dogs may be red thro the ſame.” 


